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SACCPhilly Receives $3000 Grant for New African Pastor 
SACCPhilly would like to thank the Calvary Foundation of McMurray, PA for their $3000 award 
for the training and installation of a new pastor for African (Swahili speaking) congregation. 

His name is Selemani Sikasabwa (or Solomon for English speakers).  He 
was born and raised in the eastern part of the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo.  Solomon was abruptly forced to leave his home country as a 
result of an ongoing civil war in Congo, fleeing to Tanzania in 1996.  

He spent 19 years in Tanzania, where he attended and graduated from 
high school.  After graduation he joined a Bible school and obtained a 
diploma in the biblical studies in 2014.  Selemani speaks multiple languages including Swahili, 
Kibembe, French and English. 

Actually, he didn’t know any English when he first arrived in Philadelphia in September of 2015.  His 
giftedness in language learning has allowed him quickly to become a proficient translator for our 
Sunday worship services.  

Solomon has worked many jobs, 
mostly factory.  Recently he 
purchased a car and was able to 

drive for Uber. Solomon is a goodwill ambassador for his 
people, working with the city’s refugee agencies to 
ensure their successful resettlement. 

The $3000 grant from the Calvary Foundation will help to 
underwrite the training and expenses as he transitions to 
an associate pastor role with the African (Swahili 
speaking) congregation. 

Solomon is a sweet servant of the Lord and, like his 
biblical name sake, wise beyond his years. He recently 
started preaching.  His command of the Word has 
been encouraging. I love it when he translates my 
messages.   The more excited I get (and the louder) 
he gets more excited (and louder) too. 

A big thanks to Jean Andreozzi at the InFaith home 
office for consulting and advising in the writing of this 
grant.  Please pray for Solomon as he grows into his new calling as pastor of our African congregation.         
- Pastor David Grainge, Lead Pastor 
  

All 5 SACCPhilly Congregations Now Worshipping In-Person as of July  
Our Chin (Burmese) Community Church recently held their first in person worship service since the pandemic began marking 
the last of our 5 congregations to return to in person worship.   

To mark the return to pre-pandemic church occupancy, an All Church Meeting and Work Party was held to remind our 
churches of our vision and expectations as we share our building.   Afterwards nearly 20 volunteers helped clean the church 
building as we ramp up for greater usage in the days ahead. 

The five churches that currently meet at SACCPhilly include: SACC (English/Swahili), Ray of Hope (Nepali), Water of Life 
(Spanish), Philadelphia Karen First Baptist (Burmese), and the Chin Community Church (Burmese). 
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Busy Saturday Again:  On a recent summer Saturday morning 
our security cameras captured our food pantry ministry (top) and a 
Karen (Burmese) wedding (bottom) occurring simultaneously.   A 

return to in person activity at SACCPhilly is hopeful sign for all.


